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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE candid reader of the fol- 
lowing pages will pleaſe to 
obſerve, they are not obtruded 
upon the public from a preſumption 


that they contain any thing parti- 


cularly new or ſtriking: the au- 


thor has only to plead the importu- 


nity of friends, and in compliance 
therewith, an humble wiſh to leave 


with them a brief ſummary of thoſe 


truths, which, under God, it was 


his earneſt defire to enforce upon 


the congregation to whom this 
- diſcourſe was delivered from the 


| 5 


pulpit. 


Henry Sireet, Pentonville, 
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AcTs, xx. 26, 27. 


Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pura 


-en the blood of all men. — For I have not Aan to 
declare unto you all the counſel of Gab 


H E chapter from which our text is 
ſelected, is one of thoſe affecting paſ- 
Ao! of ſcripture which it is hardly poſs 


fible for a feeling mind to read without pe- 


culiar emotions of tenderneſs. It deſcribes 
the laſt affectionate parting of St. Paul from 


the church at Epheſus, which he had been 


the honoured inſtrument, in the hand of the 
Holy Spirit, of planting and building up in 

the truth, as it is in Jeſus. The apoſtle 
was now on his way to Jeruſalem: and being 
aſſured, by a- ſpecial revelation from the 


Lord, that he ſhould no more viſit thoſe 
parts, he ſent from Miletus for the Elders - 


of the church; and having firſt reminded 
B them 
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them of the Wes . ir the conver- 
ſion of their ſouls, cough his inſtrumen- 
tality ; and in what manner he had watched 
over them for the ſpace of three years, with 
many tears and temptations z ; he appeals to 
their conſciences, in the fight of God, that 
he had laboured with his hands, becauſe he 
would not be chargeable to any of them, 
having coveted no man's ſilver, or gold, or 
apparel ;—and, in the words which have juſt 
been read, ſolemnly declares himſelf” pure 
from the blood of all men, having not ſhun- 
ned to FIT unto 28 all the en 50 | 
God. 

| The 1 une heh. I and 
before you this day, which is the cloſing 
ſabbath of my ſhort, but, I truſt, ſincere la- 
bours among you in the goſpel, naturally; 
lead me to the choice of this ſubject, as be- 
ing particularly calculated to call your re- 
membrance to thoſe precious truths which it 
has been the deſire of my heart to impreſs 
upon you, and as it gives me an opportunity 
of urging their importance once more on 
your ſouls.—Allow me, therefore, i in diſcourſ- 
ing from the words of the text, F 
Firſt, to engage your attention to a gen 


neral view of thoſe. important doctrines 
which 


* * 


which were the ſubjects of the apoſtle's mis 
niſtrations, and are neceſſarily included in 4 
declaration of the whole counſel of God. 

Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the 
guilt and danger which thoſe entail upon 
themſelves, who, under a profeſſion of the 
miniſterial character, either from a ſlaviſh 
fear of men, or a ſordid deſire of their fa» 
vours, keep from them thoſe truths whieh 
concern their everlaſting peace: — And then, 
Thirdly, point you to ſome particular pe- 
riods, in which it will afford a faithful miniſ- 
ter unſpeakable comfort, and thankfulneſs, 
that he has been enabled ſo to aſſert the 
| truths of God, as to ſtand acquitted, in his 
fight, of the blood of all men. 

Firſt, wherever the divine providence als 
led the apoſtle to preach the goſpel of ſal- 
vation, the conſiſtency of his doctrines, and 
the ſimplicity of his heart in diſpenſing them, 
were uniformly and beautifully apparent.— 
Whether we hear him addreſſing a king upon 
his judgment ſeat, or a trembling perſecu- 
tor in a dungeon, his determination was to 
debaſe the pride of man, that the Lord alone 
might be exalted as the alpha and omega in 
his ſalvation; and to that end he was care- 
ful, | N 
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1. To lay. the axe to FI root of human 
bead 3 by aſſerting, in the moſt poſitive 
and ſtriking terms, the univerſal apoſtacy 
and awful depravity of mankind, through 
the tranſgreſſion of the firſt Adam, whoſe 
erime, as the federal head of his poſterity, 
involved them all in the dreadful conſequences 
of his diſobedience.— Hence, when writing 
to the church at Rome, he proves, that by 
one man ſin entered into the world, and 
death by fin; and ſo death paſſed upon a/l 
men, for that all have ſinned *.“ Nor is it 
poſſible for language to be more expreſſive 
of the miſery to which fin has reduced our 
wretched race, than that which he adopts in 
his epiſtle to the Epheſians, wherein we are 


repreſented as being by nature dead in treſ- 


fles and fins—children of wrath—aliens 


and ſtrangers to the Lord—without hope, and 
without God in the world.—Such were the 


apoſtle's views of the ruined and degenerate 


Rom. v. 12.—Thoſe who contend for what they are 
pleaſed to term the dignity of human nature, have fre. 
quently taken upon them to aver that man inherently poſleſ- 
ſes ſuch a ſpark, at leaſt, of his original reQitude, as will, if 
improved, lead him back to God. When ſuch perſons are 
able to demonſtrate what intermediate ſtate there can poſfibly 
be between abſolute death and ſpiritual life, their ſelf-contra- 
dictory poſition will be entitled to . regard. 


— 


b 3 ſtate 


Fs 


ſtate of man: but, alas! how. widely 4 


they differ from him, who, though they bear 
the name of chriſtian miniſters,” inſtead of 
falling under a conviction of this truth, and 


ſhewing their hearers what they are by na- 


ture; as creatures totally fallen from God, 
ſtripped of his image, and under the dread- 
ful curſe of his righteous law; as ſinners, ex- 
tol and magnify their imaginary virtue, wiſ- 
dom, and rectitude !- Compare their ſwells 
ing words with the humbling truths which 
Paul taught, and then ſay, whether the ten- 
dency of ſuch erroneous doctrines is not 
_ awfully. dangerous; and, if grace prevent 
not, will: prove ban leert. to the 
ſouls of men. 


The apoſtle "EASY in * to his beste 


Biden pointed out to the poor tranſgreſſor 


the miſery to which ſin had reduced him, 


proceeded, | -* 22554, bus Sen 


2. To the 0 which eee touched 


the maſter ſtring in his ſoul; namely, Re:, 


demption in the blood of Chriſt, by the for- 
giveneſs of ſins, according to the riches of 


his grace.“ To diſplay the treaſures of that 


grace, and the nature, extent, and influence 
of that ſalvation, was the joy of his ſoul. 
Unlike thoſe vain pretenders to intereſt in 
| B 3 this 
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this bleffing, e While they boaſt their 
ſuperior light, and promiſe liberty to others, 
are themſelves, it is to be feared, the flaves 
of ſin; this humble and exemplary ſervant 


of Jeſus rejoiced in his ſalvation, as includ- 
ing in it a deliverance from the guilt of fin, 


by the blood of the Lamb; and from its do- 
minion, by the power of divine grace, as 


well as an exemption from that eternal wrath | 
£0 which it had expoſed him; ; and therefore, 

3. Enforced the indiſpenſable neceſſity of 
regeneration by the quickening influence of 
the Holy Spirit, through whoſe divine agen» 


cy the ſouls: of the redeemed are enlightened 


to behold the glory of God, as it ſhines in 


the face of Chriſt - bleſt with repentance un- 
to life - united to Jeſus by faith, as their wiſ- 
| dom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and re- 


demption and guided in the ways of holi- 
neſs and peace*,—So efſential did the apo- 
ſtle conſider this divine change to the ſalva- 
tion of the ſoul, that he declares, If any 


man have not the- Spirit of Chriſt (whatever 


his pretenſions may be, and however highly 
exalted * may appear | in 1 his. own: 4 8 or 


* 1 viii. 11. 14. 1 Gs ii. 10. Gal, il. 56. 18. 
Eph. ili. 16. and 1 Cor. i. 30. | 


— . — 


in 


1 11 1 
in the eyes of others), he is none of his??? 
for, if a man be really intereſted in Chris 
by faith, he is a new creature: old things 
are pa ſſed away, and all things are become 
new *,” Say then, my friends Is this your 
Nate before God? Are you paſſed from 
death unto life? Do you know any thing of 
this ineſtimable bleſſing by experience? 
Have you been brought out of the bondage 
of ſin and Satan into the glorious liberty of 
the ſons of God? —T entreat you; as a friend 
to your ſouls, carefully to conſider upon what 
foundation you build for eternity. Exa- 
mine yourſelves whether ye be in the faith 
prove yourſelves — Know ye not your on- 
ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, ex- 
cept ye be reprobates +?” Again, 
4. As the apoſtle directed the guilty ſin- 
ner to the atonement of Jeſus, as his only 
plea for pardon and peace with God ; ſo he 
determined to exalt the ſpotleſs righteouſneſs 
of the divine ſurety as the ſole ground of 
his juſtification from the curſe of the vio- 
lated law 1. It is true, there was a period, 
in the days of his ignorance and unbelief, 


22 Cor. Ve 17 + 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
+ Rom iv. 5. 15. and 2 Cor, v, 21, 
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when he was; in his own apprehenſion, alive 


without the law; but when the command. 


ment came, with the light and demonſtration 


ef the Holy Spirit! attended with a deep 
conviction of its awful ſtrictneſs, ſpirituali- 
ty, and extent, ſin revived, and he died 
Ji. e. all hope of juſtification, by his own 
imperfect obedience to the righteous de- 
mands of the law, failed him); and from 
that memorable period the prevailing deſire 
of his heart was, that in all his approaches 


to the throne of grace, at the hour of death, 


and in the day of judgment, he might be 
accepted in the righteouſneſs of his God and 
Saviour. Here it was he found ſafe anchor- 
age in all the ſtorms of life. This was all 
his boaſt in the hour of diſſolution, and in 
this he will glory through an endleſs eterni- 
ty. But ſo far was he from making the doc- 


trine of juſtification by faith in the righteouf 


neſs of Chriſt, a cloak for licentious purpo- 
ſes, that, on the contrary! his own. conduct 


and practice exemplified, | 
5. The holy tendency of the do&rines of 


. gabe when implanted in the heart by the 


power of the Holy Spirit. And, indeed, 
the holinefs of the divine character ſhines in 


all the diſpenſations of c our God, no leſs con- 
15 "ol * 


TS 
ſpicuouſly in the gift of his beloved Son, to 
harmonize the divine perfections in the fal- 
vation of man, than in the awful majeſty with 
which he appeared to the trembling Iſrae- 
lites, when he gave them his holy law from 
Mount Sinai, by the diſpoſition of angels. 
Nor is it poſſible that an unſanctified ſoul 
caii appear with acceptance before him; for 


without holineſs (imparted to, and ſtamped 
upon the ſoul) no man ſhall ſee the Lord“. 


This is the grand end of the chriſtian's voca- 
tion; for God hath choſen us in Chriſt 


before the foundation of the world; rr that 
we ſhould' be holy, and without blame bes 


fore him in love . And that which makes 


the heavenly ſtate deſirable to the-new-born 
ſoul i is, that in the world of light he will 
enjoy the unclouded viſion of the Triune 
N Jehovah, in all the glory of his unſullied 
holineſs, to his eternal and unutterable:j joy . 

Influenced and animated by an hope ſo full 


of immortality, Paul was enabled to puh 


rify himſelf as God is pure; and, wlierever 
he came, to maintain ** a conſcience void of 
es both toward Gags and LH e 4 


_ --® Heb. Zi 4. +Epb. i Lorca t Plum, xvii. 15. is 
and! John iii. 2. " xxiv. 16. and 1 "Tobin iii. 3. 
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Blameleſs, however, as his conduct was 
among men, it did not exempt him from 
the painful experience, that in every city 
bonds and afflictions awaited him and 
from an heartfelt conviction, ** that all who 


will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer 


aim.“ He taught, 
6. The neceſſity of taking up the croſs 


daily, and following our divine, Saviour in 
the regeneration ; ** for the diſciple is not 
above his maſter, nor is the ſervant greater 
than his lord.“ And as our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, that he might ſanctify the peo- 


ple with his own blood, ſuffered without the 
gate; ſo it is no leſs the believer's privilege 


than his duty, to go forth unto him with- 


out the camp, bearing reproach for his 


ſake ;*” looking unto Jeſus as the bleſſed 
object of his hope, and living. by: faith upon 
the fulneſs which is treaſured up in him, un- 
til the work of grace be conſummated in 


glory, and free, unmerited, everlaſting love 


ſhall be the theme of the whole glorified 
church, for ever and ever. Which leads me 


to obſerve; | 
7. That a firm nl on the faithfulneſs 
of his God, in completing the work which 


* Heb, xiii, 12, 13. 


his 


rv 1 

his divine Spirit had begun in him, was the 
ground of his joy, and the boaſt of his 
tongue. Wherefore, when addreſſing the 
church at Philippi, he declares himſelf con- 
fident of this very thing that he who had 
begun a good work in them, would perform 
it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt®. And in 
his epiſtle to the church at Rome, he expreſ- 
ſes the ſame unſhaken confidence, in theſe 

Kill more emphatical words: am per- 
ſuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor prineipalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 
ſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate 
us from the love of God, which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord 4. Nor did this aſſurance 
of the divine favour to his ſoul fail the apo- 
ſtle in that hour when all other objects will 
prove miſerable comforters, as is evident 
from his own declaration to Timothy in the 
proſpect of his departure — I know. whom 
J have believed (faith this triumphant ſaint), 
and I am perſuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him 
againſt that day f. Permit me, however, to 


-  ® Ei i. 6: + Rom. viii. 38, 39» | 
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remind you, that the perſeveranceæ for which 


St. Paul contended, moſt eſſentially differs 
from thoſe unſcriptural ani anti: no- 
tions reſpecting it, which have no other 


tendency than to encourage the: barren pro- 
feſſor in his idle and unfruitful dream; for 
the very manner in which he enforted that 


bleſſed doctrine; ſhews that he conſidered it 
as a gradual progreſſion, and an actual in- 
creaſe in the grace and knowledge of our 


ord" Jeſus Chriſt; and, in order to animate 


the believer” in this glorious exerciſe, the 
apoſtle ſets. before him the eagerneſs of a 


racer *, the exertions of a wreſtler , and 


the ive courage of a ſoldier” fighting under 
a captain whom he loves , as examples 


for his imitation, in the d il for 
the glory, of that divine Saviour, to whom 
alone he is indebted for every victory, and 
for all the bleſſings which he enjoys in time, 


and to eternity. To this important truth 
Paul ſets his "ſeal in theſe expreſſive words 
to his ſon Timothy I have fought a good 
fight I have finiſhed my courſe I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid * 


” Phil, iii. 14, 7 5. + 1 Cor, ix. 26, 27. 


T 2 Tim. i ji. 3 ö r 1 


for 


| I . 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, ſhall give me in 
that day, and not to me only, but —_— all 
them alſo that love his appearing *.” Hav- 
ing thus conſidered the former bn lof; our 
ſubject, we proceed, In 
Secondly, To ſhew the guile _ Aid 
which thoſe entail- upon themſelves, who, 
under a profeſſion. of the miniſterial cha- 
racer, either from a laviſh fear of men, or 
a ſordid deſire of their favours, keep back 
thoſe truths which concern their ATI, 
Aer 8 
1. To withhold any part of revealed truth, 
is to offer the higheſt inſult both to the wiſ- 
dom and authority of its divine author. 
Were the ambaſſador of an earthly prince, 
when charged with affairs of the greateſt 
importance to the honour of his ſovereign, 
and his country, baſely to betray the truſt 
which had been repoſed in him, and meanly 
elinquiſh the cauſe which it was his duty (if 
called to it) to defend with his blood ; muſt 
not every faithful ſubject judge him worthy 
of death? And if in ſuch a caſe he would be 
juſtly marked with deteſtation and contempt, j 
of how much ſorer puniſhment is that man 
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worthy, who tamely gives up the eauſe of 
truth, and, like Balaam, ſacrifices his con- 
ſcience for thoſe wages of iniquity, which, 
as they come with the 'curſe of the Almigh- 
ty. will moſt aſſuredly Nen with the . 
Farther, 

2. The meanneſs of fuck a Fe UAE is as 
contemptible as his cauſe is wretched. To 
fear the majeſty of heaven, is ſo far from 
being a diſgrace to the moſt exalted of his 
creatures, that it is their higheſt privilege and 
honour: but, from a ſlaviſh fear of man, to 
handle the word of God deceitfully, is not 
only the moſt deſpicable ſpecies of cowardice, 
but is alſo totally repugnant to the divine in- 
junction to Jeremiah, and, in him, to every 
preacher to the end of time, ** Gird up thy 
loins and ſpeak unto them all that I command 
thee: be not diſmayed at their faces, leſt I con- 
found thee before them *#.*” Nor is that man 
worthy the name of a chriſtian miniſter, 
who is not habitually diſpoſed to "make this 
appeal to his divine maſter: | 


« Haſt thou a lamb 3 05 b ee 
1 would diſdain to feed? b 3 
Haſt thou a foe before whoſe facs 


I fear thy cauſe to plead 4?“ s 2 Ty 
. 


er i. 17. 
3 How beautifully expreſſive of that ardent deſire which 
every 


1 19 J 
3. The man who dares to trifle and pre- 
varicate in the diſpenſation of divine truth, 
at the ſame time that he deſtroys the ſouls 
of others, brings certain and eternal deſtruc- 
tion upon his own. What an awful ſolem- 
nay is there 1 in the charge of ere, to his 


| ow cb 8 of Teſs feels to _ uſeful to his fellows 
creatures, are the following lines in the late Rev. Mr. Hervey's 
Meditations among the Tombs—** Let the poor as they paſy 
by my grave, point at the little ſpot, and thankfully acknow- 

“ There lies the man, whoſe unwearied kindneſs wag 
the conſtant relief of my various diſtreſſes; who tenderly vi- 
ſited my languiſhing bed, and readily ſupplied my indigent 
_ circumſtances, How often were his counſels a guide to my 
| perplexed thoughts, and a cordial to my dejected ſpirit! It is 
owing to God's bleſſing on his ſeaſonable charities, and prudent 
conſolations, that I now live, and live in comfort.” Let a per- 
ſon once ignorant and ungodly, lift up his eyes to heaven, and 
ſay within himſelf as he walks over my bones Here are the 
laſt remains of that fincere friend, who watched for my ſoul. 
can never forget with what heedleſs gaiety I was poſting on 
in the paths of perdition ; and J tremble to think into what 
irretriveable ruin I might quickly have been plunged, had 
not his faithful admonitions arreſted me in the wild career, 
I was unacquainted with the goſpel of peace, and had no con- 
cern for its unſearchable treaſures ; but now, enlightened by 
his inſtructive conyerſation, I ſee the all- ſuſſiciency of my Sa- 
viour; and, animated by his repeated exhortations, I count 
all things but loſs that I may win Chriſt. Methinks his diſ- 
courſes, ſeaſoned with religion, and ſent home by the divine 
Spirit, {till tingle in my ears; are ſtill warm on my heart; 
and, I traſt, will be more and more operative, till we meet 
each other in the houſe not made with As eternal in the 
heavens.“ 
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ſervant Ezekiel /—** Son of man, I have made 
thee a „ unto the houſe of Iſrael ; 


therefore hear the word at my mouth, and 
give them warning from me. When fay to 
the wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely die, and thou 


giveſt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn 


the wicked from his wicked way, to ſave his 


life ; the ſame wicked man ſhall die in his 
iniquity, but his blood will T require at thine 


band*. Compare with this ſtriking paſſage 
theteſtimony of our divine Redeemer: © Who- 
ſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my 


words, in this adulterous and finful genera- 
tion, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be 


aſhamed, when he cometh in the glory of 
his F ather, with his holy angels . And 
then ſay, whether after ſuch a declaration it 
is not unneceſſary to offer an apology for 
ſpeaking the word of life with all poſſible 
faithfulneſs and boldneſs. It is true, the con- 


ſcientious diſcharge of this important duty will 


expoſe a miniſter to the ſneer of the infidel, 
and the contempt of the ignorant; but he will 
find a preſent ſupport in the divine ae - 


on his ſoul; and the gracious approbas 
tion of his maſter, at laſt, will amply contz =. = 


a Exckiel iii. 17, 18. + Mark viii. 38. 4 
| \penſate | 


% 


penſate for all his trials i in the path of du- 


ty. We are now, 


5 Thirdly, to conſider PRs avian pe- 
riods, in which it will afford a faithful mi- 
niſter unſpeakable thankfulneſs and comfort 
that he has been enabled ſo to aſſert the 
truths of God, as to ſtand acquitted in his 
fight, of the bloogl of all men. And among 
others which might be mentioned, is, 


1. The day of ſeparation from thoſe 


among whom he has been called to labour; 


in a world like the preſent, which is 


ſubject to perpetual viciſſitudes and changes, 
the providences which lead the Lord's mi- 
niſters to particular churches, and, when 
his wiſe and righteous ends therein are an- 
ſwered, removes them to other parts of his 

vineyard, are various and diverſified. With 
reſpect to that which brought me to this 
place, you my brethren are witneſs, it was 
on my part unexpected and unſought, and 
on yours (ſo far at leaſt as appearances 
could determine} entirely free and unani- 


mous. Thus circumſtanced, there was room 


to expect proſperity and ſucceſs : but it was 
not long before experience convinced me 
that the truths which 15. heard gave of- 


C fence; | 
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fence; and I am now conſtrained to withdraw 
myſelf from you, not on the ground'of per- 


ſonal prejudice againſt any individual, but 
becauſe the poor, to whom the ' goſpel ought 
to be preached freely, muſt not be accomo- 
dated here, unleſs they can pay for admiſ- 
ſion. Upon this ſubject. I forbear to dwell, 


and will cloſe my labours in this place 


with entreating the Lord to pardon their 
unworthineſs, and with praiſing. his holy 
name for any reaſon to hope that they have 
not been altogether in vain. May he gra- 
ciouſſy keep thoſe of you ſtedfaſt in his 
truth, upon whoſe hearts the light of his 
Holy Spirit hath ariſen; and may your fu- 
ture path grow brighter and brighter unto 
the perfect day. Be diligent in the uſe of 
thoſe means which God hath appointed for 
your furtherance and growth in grace, and 
he will direct your ſteps, and bleſs your 


ſouls. To many of you, from whom I have 


received marks of perſonal kindneſs, my 
grateful acknowledgments. are due: and 


my humble prayer to the Father of Mer- 


cies for you is, That he may be the ſtrength 


of your hearts, and your portion for ever.— 
_ higher wiſh than this my heart cannot. 


breathe - 


* 


ſas} 


n for my deareſt friend; and leſs than 
this (with ſubmiſſion to the divine will) 4 
do not deſire that · my worſt enemy ſhould 
receive from him. When we are ſeparated 
from each other, and when prejudices againſt 
the truths which have been preached among 
you have ſubſided—in the cooler moments of 
reflection, or in the ſolemn hour of death, 
you may perhaps think ſeriouſly and impar- 
tially upon what you have heard, and de- 
rive comfort from it *. More averſe to 
the doctrines of grace you cannot be than 
: 3 once was, but, through rich abounding 
mercy they are now the joy of my heart, 
hs the Lord helping me, ſhall be my theme 
while I. have a tongue to ſpeak; and from 
their application to my ſoul by the Holy 
Spirit, it is, that 1 truſt to receive - Juppor 
and „ 400 WY 4 2045; L Salt 
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* cc 2 and . (aich a has miniſter in | his Vindi- 
© cation of Truth) if the ſcripture does not ſpeak to all man- 
« kind as in a ſtate of condemnation; if it affords us any 
« hope of deliverance but for the ſake of our Lord | Jeſus 
«« Chriſt; if it intimates any method of being ſaved through 
2 < him, but by a faith wrought by the operation of God, and 
« evidenced by a temper of love, and a habit of cheerful 
obedience to. his precepts. If theſe points, which comprize 
Lethe general . ſcope of my preaching, are contained os 
* {taught | in the Bible, they ought n not to be ſpoken againſt,” 4a 
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2. In that hour when a period will 1er 
to my mortal life; a ſeaſon in which, un- 
ſuſtained by them, my heart and fleſh muſt 
fail— Then what can the hire of unrigh- 
teouſneſs do for a faithleſs miniſter, but 


plant a thouſand daggers in his heart, and 


make a dying bed thorny and intolerable ? 
If in that ' tremendous hour, the curſe of 
God hung over his guilty head, and nothing 


but a fearful looking- for of judgment and 


fiery indignation from the Lord, overwhelm- 
ed his trembling heart; judge you, whether 
the whole world, procured at the expence of 
our Maker s frown, would not be obtained 


at too dear a price Happy, thrice hap- 


y is he, who obtains mercy to be faithful : 
oppreſſed and oppoſed he may be, but ne- 
ver, never, ſhall he be overthrown the 
bleſſed object of his hope will not forſake 
him in life in death he will be his com- 
forter and after death his exceeding great 
reward. Let us now conclude our me- 
ditations upon this ſubject, with, 

3. Eooking forward to that important 
and decifive day, when we ſhall all meet 
again. I mean the fecret, but certain pe- 
riod, when the judge ſhall deſcend from 
heaven, with the ſhout of the archangel, 
1 and 


TW Þ 
and the trump of God.—Then ſhall the ſe= 


crets of all hearts, and the remoteſt princi- 
ple of all our actions, be unveiled before an 


aſſembled world ; and the Lord will make an 
equitable and eternal difference between 
him that ſerveth him, and him that ſerveth 
him not *. — How happy will the miniſters 
of Jeſus Ho be, to meet thoſe at his right 
band. who have been given them as the 

ſeals of their miniſtry, and the living wit- 
neſſes that they have not laboured in vain in 
| the Lord. And I would fain indulge: an 
humble hope; that ſome who are now here, 
will have to bleſs the friend of ſinners, that 
ever they heard the goſpel within theſe 
walls. — 
to fear, that the ſermons which you have 
| heard, and the exhortations which have been 
given. you from this pulpit, will, unleſs di- 


"$96 0 may 1 pant for tos] in Wi defire ! ' 
„And with ſtrong faith foment the holy fire! 
* Stretch out my ſoul in hope, and graſp the prize, 
Which in eternity's deep boſom lies! | 

At the great day of recompence, behold, - 
Devoid of fear, the fatal book unfold! = 
Then wafted upward to the bliſsful ſeat, _ * 
C From age to age my grateful ſong repeat ; 

% My Light, my Life, my God, my Saviour ſee, 

46 And rival angels 1 in the Jo of thee !”? 
** | Younc's Laſt Day. 
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But have not ſome of you reaſon 
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vine merey texte} be an awful aggras 
vation of your miſery in that day, when 
the Lord ſhall ariſe to ſhake terribly» tlie 
earth? Where, O where will you then fly 
for refuge? To call upon the rocks and 
mountains to hide you will be in vain, if 


| the ſlighted Saviour ſhould at laſt laugh 


at your calamity, and mock you when your 
fear cometh.” — May he this day deliver you 
from all enmity and hardneſs of heart, and 
enable you to ** ſeek the Lord while he may 
be found, and to call upon him while he is 


near: let the wicked forſake his way, and 


the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, for he 


will abundantly pardon “. 80 ſhall we 


have to congratulate each other in the world 


of bliſs, that we have neither preached nor 


heard the goſpel in vain. Which may he 
mercifully grant, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, our Lord, to whom, with the Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Ghoſt, be glory, do- 
minion, and wan for ever and. ever. 
Amen. ee e e 
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HEN Paul was parted from his friends, 
It was a weeping daß 


5 But Jeſus made them all nun: 1 108 


And wip'd their tears away. 


| II. 

Ere long they met again with Joy, 
(secure no more to part) | 
Where praiſes ev'ry tongue employ, 
And pleaſure fills each heart. 


III. 
Thus all the preachers of his grace 
Their children ſoon ſhall meet: 
Together ſee their Savior's face, 
And worſhip at his feet. 


1 
But they who heard the word in vain, 
Tho' oft and plainly warn'd, 
Will tremble, when they meet again 
The miniſters they ſcorn'd, 


* 


rere 
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— 1 7 V. — : | | 
On your Gn heads your blood will fa) 
If any periſh here z 20 


The preachers who have told yon all, 


Will ſtand approv'd and clear. at; Tel 


VI. 
Yet; Lord, 246 ſhare themſelves alons, 
\ Is not their only" View! C S 4% #7 5 N 
Oh! hear their pray'r, thy mefſge on, — By a8 
And ſave their hearers t e bee 
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